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The Czech Center for Human Rights and Democratization was established in September 2009 as
an impartial non-profit institution engaged in multidisciplinary research in the human rights and
democratization fields. Until the end of the year 2010 the Center operated within the International
Institute for Political Science of Masaryk University. Four members and 12 interns were involved
in the Center’s activities in the academic year 2010/2011.

Members of the Center: Lukas Hoder, Cubomir Majerc¢ik, Hubert Smekal, Ladislav Vyhnanek

Interns: Helena Bonckova, Veronika Dokulilova, Kristina Hornackova, Linda Janku, Tereza
Kubickova, Lenka Lakotova, Monika Marekova, Zuzana Melcrova, Lenka Popovicova, Petr
Ptibyla, Ivan Prouza, Katarina Sipulova.

Bulletin and other publishing activities

The Center issues a monthly bulletin Current Human Rights Issues which provides information and
short analysis of human rights related issues and which is divided into four sections: International
Criminal Justice, European system of Human Rights Protection, International Politics and Human
Rights, Czech Republic and Human Rights. Between September 2010 and August 2011 in total
11 Czechissues(no.9—12/2010,n0.1-7-8/2011) and two English issues under the name “Czech
HumanRightsReview”,whichwerefocusingonhumanrightstopicswithinCzech,hadbeenpublished.

Betweentheregularsections ofthebulletin there isaninterview withapersonality working inthe field
of human rights either in the academic, non-governmental or governmental sphere. One of the inter-
esting interviews was conducted by Monika Marekova with Roméo Dallaire, a chiefofthe UNAMIR
unitsinRwandaduringthe genocidein 1994. Theinterview canbe found inboththe Czechand English
version. Anew regular section ofthe bulletin was introduced. It focuses onrecently published articles
on human rights form different professional magazines dealing with law or international relations.

During the period of 2010/2011 the members as well as the interns of the Center had published
in various books, symposiums and magazines — in the new commentary to the Constitution
of the Czech Republic, which was published by Linde in September 2010, in the symposium
“The Right for privacy”, which was published by the IIPS, in the magazines International Rela-
tions, International Policy, Defense and Strategy and Global Politics, or on the blog Jiné pravo.

Conferences and other events

In its second year of existence the Center had organized two expert events. In December 2010,
it was a debate on “Democracy at Cuba?” with a former Cuban dissident Roland Jimenéz Posada,
which took place at the Faculty of Social Science, Masaryk University.

In April 2011, the Center hosted an expert seminar on “Protection of Social, Economic and Cul-
tural Rights by Constitutional Courts” at the Faculty of Law, Masaryk University. The debate
hosted various professionals from the governmental, academic or legal environment. The mem-
bers and interns had also actively participated in many other conferences.

In the beginning of 2011 the Center had supported the preservation of the archives of Hungarian
Secret State Police.





